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 After valiant efforts from the Sierra Club 
and other coalition partners, Ohio is moving 
closer to building a statewide passenger rail 
system. On April 1, Governor Strickland 
signed the transportation budget into law, 
which allows the Department of Transporta-
tion to apply for $250 million in stimulus 
dollars to begin the Ohio Hub start-up, con-
necting Columbus, Cincinnati, Toledo, Day-
ton, Delaware, and more. The Ohio Hub 
would improve existing freight tracks, which 
would also greatly increase freight capacity 
and benefit Ohio businesses.
 The federal government has made $8 
billion available for passenger rail projects 
and an additional $1.5 billion for general 
transportation projects through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act. As a swing 
state, Ohio may be able to garner support 
from the Obama administration for this proj-
ect, even though Ohio remains less competi-
tive in comparison to states that have 
historically invested in passenger rail.

 The transportation budget also includes 
$7 million for the environmental impact 
study for the fully-built Ohio Hub, which will 
connect additional cities throughout the state. 
In one year, the impact study will be com-
pleted, and Ohio can then apply for addition-
al federal support through the Passenger Rail 
Act at a 4-to-1 federal-state match. 
 The transportation budget also included 
$15 million to green public transit and private 
diesel fleets throughout the state. The funds 
will be allocated to fleets operating in areas 
that are not in attainment with clean air stan-
dards.
 The transportation budget process was 
incredibly contentious. Though the Sierra 
Club was hoping to see more significant 
financial support for the Ohio Hub start-up, 
this should still be seen as a victory. This is 
the first step in making a statewide 
passenger rail system a reality. Sier-
ra Club Ohio Chapter hosted a pas-
senger rail lobby day featuring 
about 40 activists who made 45 leg-

islative visits. Other efforts in-
cluded an email and phone call 
campaign and media outreach. 
Many thanks to those activists 
who made their voices heard, as 
well as to our partners: Ohio En-
vironmental Council, All 
Aboard Ohio, Blue Green Alli-
ance, United Steel Workers, the 
Teamsters, Ohio Conference on 
Fair Trade, and many more.

Residential Building Codes 
Update

 The final transportation budget 
dropped language that would di-
rect the Ohio Board of Building 
Standards to adopt the 2009 In-
ternational Energy Conservation 
Code, which is currently the 

strongest energy code for residential con-
struction. The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act act requires Ohio to 
adopt this code or an equivalent in order 
to obtain $96.1 million for energy projects 

throughout the state. Though Ohio will soon 
acquire 40% of the money, the state will need 
to demonstrate code adoption in order to 
obtain the final 60%.
 Though the National Association of 
Homebuilders helped develop and has sup-
ported the 2009 International Energy Conser-
vation Code, the Ohio Association of 
Homebuilders is in fierce opposition to the 
adoption of a stronger code, which will re-
quire stronger energy efficiency standards. 
The 2009 IECC is estimated to save Ohio 
consumers at least $220 each year in energy 
costs. The Ohio Chapter will continue to 
participate in coalition efforts with environ-
mental, consumer, and industry advocates to 
ensure that our state does adopt the 09 IECC 
and receives the full $96.1 million in energy 
grants.  
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Executive and Conservation Committee Schedule
May 17, July 19, Sept. 20, Nov. 15, Jan. 16-17, 2010

Meetings will normally be held at the Chapter office, 131 N. High St., 
Columbus.  Please call the Chapter office 614-461-0734 to confirm meet-
ing location and times.  Call Enid Nagel if you’d like to help!

MacKenzie B ailey 614-461-0734 mackenzie.bailey@sierraclub.org
Melanie Braithwaite 614-326-4670 melbraithwaite@aol.com
Pam Brim 740-924-3360  pbrimohio@yahoo.com
Eric Britton  ebritton@slk-law.com
John Broida 330-242-5470  johnbroida@hotmail.com
Dana Carlson 740-664-2022 carlsondana@hotmail.com
Earl Clausson 330-678-6026 earlclausson@yahoo.com
Rich Clark 216-397-3341 rclark@jcu.edu
Chris Curran  currancp@ucmail.uc.edu
Ned Ford 513-533-9244  ned.ford@fuse.net
David Gaines 513-522-6696 dgaines@cinci.rr.com
Jean Godby 614-291-2339 cjgodby@yahoo.com
Jane Halbedel 440-356-9285 tthalbs@msn.com
Laurel Hopwood  lhopwood@roadrunner.com
Nachy Kanfer 614-461-0734 nachy.kanfer@sierraclub.org
Bob Kyle 614-855-1600 rkyle@wideopenwest.com
Mary Beth Lohse 740-742-2998 mb@sugarberryhill.com
Loraine McCosker 740-589-4070 friendlygardener@yahoo.com
Teresa McHugh 614-461-0734 teresa.mchugh@sierraclub.org
Pat Marida 614-890-7865 marida@wideopenwest.com
Ryan Mason  ryananthonymason@gmail.com
Eileen Matias 330-865-9924 ematias@neo.rr.com
Pat McKenna 248-505-3550 mckenna-p@sbcglobal.net
Jennifer Miller 614-461-0734 jennifer.miller@sierraclub.org
Enid Nagel 513-886-0333 enidsierra@yahoo.com
George Peya 270 Willard St. Youngstown 44505
Linda Reeder 614-895-6725 lreeder@columbus.rr.com
Teri Reinhart 419-288-3494 ReinhartTJ@aol.com
Larry Schartman 513-476-1850 larry.schartman@ohio.sierraclub.org
David Scott   david.scott@sierraclub.org
Marti Sinclair 513-674-1983 mjsinclair@fuse.net
Tony Szilagye 419-661-0397 3aws@accesstoledo.com
Marilyn Wall 513-761-6140 marilyn.wall@env-comm.org
Brandi Whetstone 614-461-0734 brandi.whetstone@sierraclub.org
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Washington, D.C.- The biggest public lands 
bill in decades cleared its final hurdle on 
March 25, 2009, when the U.S. House of 
Representatives voted to pass it. The Omni-
bus Public Land Management Act of 2009 
safeguards millions of acres of new wilder-
ness, protects hundreds of miles of rivers, 
expands trails, and keeps critical habitat in 
Wyoming safe from oil and gas leasing.
 “This is the biggest wilderness protec-
tion bill in decades,” said Sierra Club execu-
tive director Carl Pope. “Today, Congress 
has helped ensure that we will have a wild 
legacy to pass on to our children and grand-
children. This bill helps guarantee that future 
generations will be able to hike in pristine 
forests from California to West Virginia. The 
bill ensures that Americans will have a 
chance to fish untouched rivers and watch 
antelope migrate in the wild.”
 The bill protects more than two million 
acres of wilderness in nine states, including 
the Sierra Nevada mountains of California, 
Oregon’s Mt. Hood, and Rocky Mountain 
National Park in Colorado.
 “As global warming begins to impact 
wildlife, it’s urgent that we protect the corri-
dors where animals migrate and the habitat 
where they live and raise their young,” Pope 
said. “This bill will help do that.”
 It also shelters over a million acres of 
key hunting and fishing grounds on the Wy-
oming Range from oil and gas drilling.
 “Places like the Wyoming Range pro-
vide key habitat for animals like pronghorn 

antelope. If we hope to keep outdoor tradi-
tions like camping, hunting, and fishing 
alive, we need to protect the public lands that 
support them.”
 The bill adds permanence to the 26-mil-
lion-acre National Landscape Conservation 
System, protects hundreds of miles of free-
flowing rivers in six states, and designates 
numerous new National Scenic Trails, Natu-
ral Historic Sites, and National Heritage Ar-
eas across the United States.
 “Wilderness, rivers, trails and parks sup-
port important tourist economies across the 
country,” said Pope. “This legislation keeps 
our last, best places safe from unchecked 
industrial development. It will help protect 
the tourist dollars and jobs that hunting, fish-
ing, and outdoor recreation generate.”

Overview of the Omnibus Lands Package:

• The bill codifies and adds permanence to 
the National Landscape Conservation Sys-
tem, which includes all of the 
Clinton/Babbitt-era national monuments, 
wilderness study areas, and other protective 
designations, encompassing more than 26 
million acres.
• The bill will protect more than 1 million 
acres of the Wyoming Range from oil and 
gas development. 
• The bill also includes the San Joaquin 
River Restoration Settlement Act.

The package includes five important ocean 
protections: 

1. NOAA Undersea Research Program Act
2. The Ocean and Coastal Mapping Integra-

tion Act
3. The Integrated Coastal and Ocean Obser-

vation System Act
4. The Federal Ocean Acidification Research 

and Monitoring Act
5. The Coastal and Estuarine Land Conserva-

tion Program.

Wilderness Protection includes:
1. Wild Monongahela Wilderness - WV
2. Virginia Ridge & Valley Wilderness - VA
3. Mt. Hood Wilderness - OR
4. Copper Salmon Wilderness - OR
5. Cascade Siskiyou National Monument 

(Includes Soda Mt. Wilderness) - OR
6. Owyhee Public Land Management - ID
7. Sabinoso Wilderness - NM
8. Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore Wil-

derness - MI
9.  Oregon Badlands Wilderness - OR
10. Spring Basin Wilderness - OR
11. Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel 

Wilderness - CA
12. Riverside County Wilderness - CA
13. Sequoia and Kings Canyon National 

Park Wilderness - CA
14. Rocky Mountain National Park Wilder-

ness - CO
15. Washington County - UT      

House Passes Historic Protection for Wilderness, Ri vers, Parks

 Woodland Altars is a 448 acre “retreat 
center” in Adams County owned by Church 
of the Brethren (www.woodlandaltars.com). 
This site has been used in natural history 
instruction for school age children for four 
decades, engaging children visiting from 
their schools as well as hosting summer 
camps. Many of the trees have stood undis-
turbed for more than a century; some have 
likened the site to a natural cathedral. It has a 
large forest with beautiful rolling hills - a 
forest of great integrity. Because of the ef-
forts of the Church of the Brethren since 
acquiring the property fifty years ago, many 
adults and children have had the opportunity 

to experience 
the beauty of 
this spectacu-
lar woodland 

through attendance at summer camps, church 
retreats and outdoor education experiences.
 In November the District Board of the 
Church of the Brethren sought the analysis of 
a woodlot manager who suggested 2500 trees 
be harvested for the health of the forest as 
well as a substantial income. Presently, in 
late March, the logging is underway.  Cur-
rently there are efforts to stop the logging and 
to seek resources for the purchase of signifi-
cant areas of the forest.
 This circumstance brings the situation of 
forest harvesting on private lands into con-
sideration. There has been an outcry by citi-
zens around the state. Hikes were offered on 
Sundays throughout March and in early April 

for natural history interpretation, a last 
chance to see this standing forest.
 Currently there is little regulation of 
logging on private lands. There are no param-
eters that define what sustainable forestry is, 
nor are there assessments regarding impacts 
to ecosystem health, erosion, water runoff 
and, of great importance, climate change. 
This situation highlights the need for greater 
regulation of forest management practices on 
private and public lands.
 Take a moment to send a polite message 
to the Church of the Brethren asking them to 
consider preservation of Woodland Altars for 
future generations. Contact Rev. Mark E. 
Flory Steury, District Executive Minister, 
mfsteury_ds@brethren.org.
 Contact Loraine McCosker or Bob Kyle 
to work on forest protection in Ohio (contact 
info – page 2).  

By Loraine McCosker, Forest & Public Lands 
Committee Co-Chair

Timber Cut Underway at Woodland Altars
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 The indomitable Ohio Coal Team is con-
tinuing to strike fear in the hearts of carbon 
polluters statewide in pursuit of its mission to 
‘move Ohio beyond coal.’ And we need you 
to join the team! See the item in italics at the 
end of each section to find out how to get 
involved.

Baard Energy
 Sierra Club plunged into the fray last 
year by leading Ohio’s environmental groups 
in opposing the proposed Baard liquid coal 
plant in Columbiana County, which would 
produce so much carbon dioxide that it 
would single-handedly increase the entire 
state’s global warming emissions by 10%.
 The Baard plant is not financially viable 
without an enormous boost from the taxpay-
ers. For this reason, the company sought a 
$2.3 billion federal loan guarantee from the 
U.S. Department of Energy. The coal team 
worked to persuade DOE that Ohioans don’t 
want this plant.
 In late March, Baard withdrew its 
application for a DOE loan guarantee, 
blaming Sierra Club specifically for the 
setback!
 To learn more and take action, visit 
www.stopbaard.org.

AMP-Ohio
 The coal team’s longest-standing fight, 
against the proposed AMP-Ohio coal-fired 

power plant in Meigs County, is also one of 
the more intractable ones. In February, 
AMP’s attorneys sent letters threatening to 
sue two outspoken citizen opponents of the 
plant. March brought news that Ohio EPA 
had approved another major environmental 
permit for the facility. 
 Fortunately, there have also been posi-
tive developments. In March, the Ohio De-
partment of Development confirmed 
AMP-Ohio would not be issued a $5 million 
state grant to help build the plant. And the 
same month, an industry newsletter an-
nounced the company would not seek final 
financing for the plant until 2010, represent-
ing yet another delay.
 We have much work to do until then: 
AMP-Ohio is still in line for a $30 million 
low-interest loan from the Ohio Air Quality 
Development Authority, and we have not yet 
managed to persuade any target municipali-
ties to back out of the power contract for the 
AMP coal plant. Visit www.stopAMP.org to 
learn how to help.

Lake Shore
 The only remaining coal plant in Cleve-
land, the FirstEnergy-operated Lake Shore 
plant, requested the Ohio EPA several 
months ago to allow it to exceed science-
based limits on mercury concentrations in the 
plant’s wastewater. To make matters worse, 
the plant is located in an environmental jus-

tice neighborhood: 
within a three-mile ra-
dius, over 43% of 
households make less 
than $15,000/year.
 Cleveland mem-

bers and volunteers sprang into action, col-
lecting over 500 names and addresses in a 
petition to Ohio EPA to reject this variance. 
Due in part to this overwhelming public in-
volvement, Ohio EPA is taking extra time to 
review our comments and formulate a re-
sponse. When that response comes, we will 
mobilize! To lend your voice, see the link at 
http://ohio.sierraclub.org/northeast.

Bayshore
 The Lake Shore plant isn’t the only 
FirstEnergy facility wreaking havoc in the 
northern half of the state. FirstEnergy also 
operates the Toledo-area Bayshore plant, 
widely recognized as the single largest killer 
of fish in the entire Great Lakes region. The 
plant’s wastewater permit expired in January, 
and the coal team is reaching out to Ohio 
EPA to make sure that the next permit pro-
tects the Western Lake Erie fishery.
 Sierra Club’s national ‘Beyond Coal 
Campaign’ is working with the Chapter and 
the Western Lake Erie group to make sure we 
all work toward common goals. To be heard, 
take our online action alert at 
http://action.sierraclub.org/Protect_Lake_Erie 
or visit www.westernlakeerie.org.  
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By Nachy Kanfer, National Coal Campaign Organizer

 The Sierra Club Ohio Chapter is proud 
to announce a new partnership with ECHO, 
which will be providing financial support for 
the Chapter’s advocacy efforts.
 ECHO 100% Certified tape and me-
dia provides an environmentally respon-
sible alternative to used data tape 
destruction. ECHO back up tape is 100% 
Certified data media tape that will reduce 
your IT costs and reduce e-waste. ECHO 
will help you recycle and eradicate your 
retired tape media.  100% Certified 
means that each data track on ECHO 
media has been thoroughly tested on 
Original Equipment Manufacturer tape 

drives to ensure optimal 
performance in your da-
ta center environment.  
This allows ECHO to 

guarantee performance on every tape.
 ECHO 100% Certified Media is manu-
factured in cooperation with the Environ-

mental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
WasteWise program.  WasteWise is an EPA 
sponsored program that is setting the stan-
dard for environmental leadership.  ECHO’s 
green solution enables data media tape to be 
recycled through a safe, secure and complete 
data eradication process; then tested and cer-

tified for resale, rather than dumped in 
landfills, incinerated or shredded.
 As part of a week-long celebration 
of Earth Day, ECHO will donate 25¢ 
per ECHO tape sold from April 20 – 24, 
2009 to the Sierra Club!
 For more information on the full 
line of ECHO 100% Certified data stor-
age media and log onto www.echo-
tape.com .  
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“Liquid coal” is coal that has been 
gasified and converted to transportation fuels 
such as gasoline, diesel and jet fuel. CTL 
(coal to liquid) technology was developed in 
1923 in Germany to power the Nazi army 
during World War II. South Africa used CTL 
during apartheid when sanctions prevented it 
from obtaining oil on the world market.

So CTL is an old and proven 
technology. Most Americans are unfamiliar 
with it because there are no CTL plants 
operating in the U.S. The private sector 
hasn’t been interested in CTL because it is an 
expensive and inefficient process that can’t 
compete with cheap oil. 

Yet proposals 
to build CTL plants 
are now popping up 
everywhere in the 
U.S. where there 
are significant 
sources of coal and 

abundant supplies of water. States bordering 
the Ohio River have been especially hard-hit. 
Nearly two dozen CTL facilities have been 
proposed or are actively advancing through 
the permitting process in Ohio, West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Indiana, 
Illinois, and West Virginia.

Those promoting CTL in the name of 
national security and energy independence 
are seeking huge government incentives. 
These incentives include federal price 
guarantees that eliminate any financial risk to 
investors, long-term purchasing contracts 
from the military to guarantee a market, and 
subsidies and tax breaks from the states 
where these plants would be located. CTL is 
definitely a threat to the taxpayer’s wallet.

The threat to the environment is even 
more alarming. Proponents of coal-derived 
liquids claim they are “clean” because the 
fuel is sulfur-free, but when coal is converted 
to transportation fuel, carbon dioxide is 
produced. The production phase of CTL 
produces global warming emissions that are 
much higher than those produced from 
refining crude oil. Overall, CTL products 
produce almost double the amount of global 
warming emissions as petroleum based fuels.

Moving to CTL would also put 
tremendous pressure on water supplies. Four 
gallons of water are needed for every gallon 
of transportation fuel produced. This is 
especially a problem in western coal states 
where water shortages already exist. 

Beyond water problems, CTL consumes 
vast quantities of coal. A CTL industry that 
produced enough fuel to significantly reduce 
our dependence on foreign oil could double 
or triple our use of coal and quickly deplete 
our reserves. By the industry’s own 
estimates, displacing just 10 percent of our 
total oil demand with liquid coal fuels would 
require over a 40 percent increase of coal 
mining in the United States. This acceleration 
in coal production will increase the pressure 
to use destructive mining techniques such as 
mountain top removal. Large areas of the 
Appalachian Mountains would be destroyed 
and its watersheds contaminated. 

Because liquid coal is such a bad idea, 
the Ohio Chapter Executive Committee has 
followed the lead of Sierra Club chapters in 
neighboring states and voted to approve the 
following resolution:

• Whereas carbon dioxide emissions are a 
major contributor to the threat of climate 
change, and 

• Whereas Liquid Coal and coal-to-gas 
facilities release enormous amounts of 
carbon dioxide in the coal conversion 
process, and

• Whereas carbon capture and 
sequestration technology is not feasible 
today and may not be feasible for 
decades (if at all), and

• Whereas Liquid Coal and coal-to-gas 
proposals are proliferating in Ohio and 
across the Midwest,

Therefore, the Ohio Chapter resolves to 
oppose all liquid coal and coal-to-gas 
proposals due to the environmental 
consequences of such facilities until such 
time as the technology exists to economically 
operate these proposed projects in a climate-
neutral process.  

Ohio Chapter ExCom Passes 
Resolution Opposing Liquid Coal
By Mary Beth Lohse and Jean Godby, Ohio Chapter Coal Team
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 Resources are a popular topic in the 
media. Usually when we hear about resourc-
es the first thing that comes to mind is energy 
resources in the form of oil, natural gas and 
coal.  However, the most precious and valu-
able resource we have in Ohio is our water. 
Without water we die – plain and simple. 
Looser laws and rules for wetlands, streams 
and rivers along with greater allowance of 
pollution from industrial sources have threat-
ened Ohio’s waterways. 
 One of the greatest threats to our water 
resources is biological pollution from large-
scale livestock operations, technically termed 
“Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations” 
(CAFO), where manure from the large num-
bers of animals gets into the nearby water-
ways. From the 1980s to the late 1990s, the 
number of CAFOs in Ohio nearly doubled. 
CAFOs create huge amount of solid waste 
that is typically stored in retention ponds or 
“lagoons”. These lagoons have a history of 
leaking, especially during times of high pre-
cipitation. They leak through the ground to 

our streams and rivers.  To give an idea of the 
size of this waste, a CAFO with 4500 diary 
cows creates the waste equivalent of 95,000 
people. This is a tremendous volume of 
waste. 
 Up until 2002, these “factory farms” 
were regulated by the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency. In 2000, Senate Bill 141 
passed the Ohio Legislature and ordered the 
Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) to 
come up with rules to regulate CAFOs.  In 
August of 2002, the ODA began to issue 
Permits To Install and Permits To Operate, as 
well as beginning to conduct inspections of 
CAFOs.
 A 2006 report put out by the Environ-
mental Integrity Project showed the oversight 
of factory farms in Ohio by the ODA is weak. 
This report details a number of findings. For 
example, the owners and managers of CA-
FOs are sent warning letters as a slap on the 
wrist instead of penalties that would motivate 
a change in wastewater storage practice.  The 
ODA fails to adequately regulate the spread-
ing of manure during the winter. This loop-
hole allows manure to be spread on frozen 
ground, against sound management practice.  
They also have reduced reporting require-
ments so that a quarter of the facilities once 
regulated by the OEPA are no longer regulat-
ed by the ODA. In addition the ODA allows 
loopholes in the law so that the liability for 
environmental harm from manure spreading 
is detached from the owner of the operation 
producing the manure.
 Ohio is now asking the USEPA to con-
sider a permanent transfer of authority to 
regulate National Pollution Discharge Elimi-
nation System (NPDES) permits from the 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency to 
the Ohio Department of Agriculture. NP-
DES permits regulate water discharged 
from a fixed point source like a pipe. 
This continues Ohio on path towards 
further environmental degradation.
 In light of the inadequacies and 
conflict of interest in having the ODA 
regulate CAFOs, the Ohio Legislature 
needs to reverse course and return the 
business of regulating CAFOs to the 
OEPA.  According to the ODA website, 
one of the primary missions of the ODA 
is to protect agribusiness.  This compro-

mises their ability to regulate these business-
es. The Ohio Sierra Club opposes this 
transfer of authority to regulate NPDES per-
mits to the ODA.
 The Ohio Sierra Club’s Agriculture 
Committee co-Chair Terri Reinhart recently 
participated in a public forum to unite the 
CAFO opposition groups into one organiza-
tion.  Uniting these groups will bring focus 
and a united political front.  If you want to 
become involved in these issues, contact Ter-
ri Reinhart (contact info – page 2).
   Lax environmental rules and practices 
are not limited to CAFOs but apply to indus-
trial urban sources as well.  Water pollution 
by CAFOs, communities, or industry often 
flies under the radar of citizen awareness. 
This does not need to occur. Citizens can take 
responsibility for being aware of these im-
pacts by doing water testing of the streams 
and rivers in your area. If you are interested 
in doing water quality testing, please contact 
Conservation Chair Tony Szilagye.  
_________________________

1. Ohio Department of Agriculture website, 
www.agri.ohio.gov, Regulatory 

2. Environmental Integrity Project website, 
www.environmentalintegrity.org,

Farm: Why US EPA Should Reject the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture’s Bid to Administer 
the Clean Water Act”

Threats to Water Quality in Your Backyard
By Tony Szilagye, Conservation Chair
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 When was the last time you visited a 
state park or nature preserve and thought that 
your outdoor experience would be improved 
by oil rigs and gas wells?  That’s not what 
visitors expect or desire to see in our most 
valued outdoor places. 
 However, Ohio lawmakers have made 
several misguided and unsuccessful attempts 
in the past to expand drilling into protected 
public lands.  In March Ohio House Speaker 
Armond Budish renewed the call for oil and 
gas drilling, claiming it will help our cash 
strapped state government. However, drilling 
in parks is a short-term fix that is unwanted 
by Ohioans.
 Speaker Budish states that we need to 
ensure that drilling will not cause environ-
mental damage.  Drilling does in fact leave an 
environmental footprint and can interfere 
with the visitor experience.  Drilling creates 
eyesores as well as unavoidable environmen-
tal damage caused by access roads, construc-
tion of wells and pipelines, and the on-going 
maintenance activities.
 Oil and gas drilling activity results in 
habitat destruction, water pollution, air pollu-
tion, odors, noise, and toxic by-products.  
Not to mention, explosions, spills and water 
contamination incidents due to drilling have 

been documented around the state. Accidents 
can occur and we need to minimize the 
public’s exposure to those risks. 
 There are many arguments supporting 
the fact that there is no right time for drilling 
in state parks and preserves:

Drilling is a broken promise to Ohio’s 
citizens who expect us to protect the last 
remaining vestiges of our natural heri-
tage for generations to come.
Drilling is a short term fix; the revenue 
projections are not strong enough to sup-
port the parks and preserves in the long 
term. 
There are questions about the Ohio De-
partment of Natural Resource’s mineral 
rights and concerns about additional 
costs of monitoring and maintaining 
wells because of current lack of staff 
capacity. 
Tourism in parks generates significant 
revenue to local economies and new 
eyesores brought during and after the 
drilling process will interfere with the 
experience of the park visitors. A recent 
report, produced by Longwoods Interna-
tional, shows that each tax dollar spent 
to encourage Ohio tourism produced 
$12 in state and local tax revenues.
Drilling is controversial in the public 
eye, is unsafe, and has been defeated 

even when the potential of using 
this as a revenue stream was far 
more lucrative. 

 The recent Ohio State 
Park and Recreational Area 
Study Committee Report pro-
vides an analysis of GRF 
(general revenue fund) neces-
sary to adequately operate and 

maintain our parks and preserves each year, 
which takes into account an extensive main-
tenance backlog.  According to the report, the 
Division of Parks and Recreation requires 
$80.4 million annually and Division of Natu-
ral Areas and Preserves requires $3.5 million.  
 The ODNR Division of Geological Sur-
vey conducted a natural gas reserve assess-
ment for Salt Fork State Park. The 
assessment considers cleared lands, and sug-
gests that the state can generate approximate-
ly a half million dollars in royalties each year 
for the next 20 years.  Salt Fork State Park is 
the most desirable for drilling but falls short 
of necessary funding levels. According to the 
report, “The Study Committee agreed early 
on that the current estimates of revenue that 
could potentially be generated for Ohio State 
Parks would not be enough to resolve the 
issues with current and projected budget 
shortfalls.”
 The oil and gas industry has access to 
99% of Ohio’s landscape, which includes 
public forests and wildlife areas.  The Ohio 
legislature should consider all options to fund 
ODNR in the long term, including real estate 
transfer fees, water connection fees, license 
plate fees and more.  It is counter-intuitive to 
spoil our natural areas in an effort to ensure 
their continued protection.  

Yet Another Proposal for Oil and Gas 
Drilling in State Parks
This Time from House Speaker Armond Budish
By Brandi Whetstone, Conservation Program Coordinator
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 Students at high schools and on college 
campuses around the country have been 
busy.  Last fall, they collected 350,000 pledg-
es from their peers, committing to civic en-
gagement around building a clean energy 
economy.  This past February they gathered 
in record numbers (10,000 strong!) in our 
nation’s capitol for Power Shift ’09 
(www.powershift09.org), prepared to deliver 
a message to our leaders: we need bold cli-
mate action now!
 Youth are also active at the local level, 
passing green fees to purchase renewable 
energy and retrofit old buildings, passing 
policies that require new buildings to meet 
LEED certification standards, converting ve-
hicle fleets to bio-diesel, getting their schools 
to commit to reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions to zero over the next couple decades, 
and demanding national leaders follow their 
lead.  And that’s just the beginning.  It’s like 
the ‘60s without the drugs.

 How did they do it?  Many of these 
students attended one of the Sierra Student 
Coalition’s Summer Environmental Leader-
ship Training programs.  In 2009, the SSC 
will run nine programs across the country 
(see www.ssc.org/sprog for dates and loca-
tions).  The demand for these trainings has 
grown exponentially in recent years.  We 
trained twice as many youth is 2008 as in 
2007.
 “While the demand is intense, we need 
as much help as we can get to spread the 
word about the programs,” said Jon Barrows, 
Trainings Director for the SSC, “if you are a 
high school or college-aged youth, or know 
any; if you are a teacher or know one, please 
pass the word along about these programs.”
 Participants learn from some of the top 
youth organizers in the nation in these peer-
to-peer training programs.  Over the course 
of the week, participants learn how to start or 
sustain a group, recruit and develop new 

leaders, engage in strategic campaign plan-
ning, plan effective events, work with the 
media, engage their leaders and much, much 
more.  Additionally, participants will enjoy 
playing games, hiking, and meeting other 
like-minded students.
 Every year the programs change lives!  
Participants leave inspired and empowered to 
be leaders and bring out leadership in others.  
This is the way we build a movement.  Past 
participants have gone on to become Nation-
al Director of the SSC, sit on the Sierra 
Club’s National Board of Directors, land jobs 
working for the Sierra Club, SSC and other 
environmental groups and dozens of other 
prominent leadership positions on national 
and local levels.
 According to past participants, the pro-
gram “bridges the gap between wanting to 
make a difference, and actually being able to 
make one.”  Students really do leave being a 
FORCE for CHANGE!
 If you’d like to make a donation in sup-
port of these programs, you can send a check 
to Sierra Student Coalition, 408 C St. NE, 
Washington, D.C. 20002, payable to “Sierra 
Student Coalition.”  
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By Jon Barrows, SSC Trainings Director
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I am interested in getting involved
in the following issues:
 Forests
 Energy
  Coal

  Nuclear
 Water
 Environmental Justice

 Political 
 Agricultural 
 General Conservation

I am interested in the following
volunteer opportunities: 
 Community outreach
 Fundraising
 Media

 Lobbying
 Office work
 Layout/Design

Volunteers Needed!
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brandi.whetstone@sierraclub.org
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