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Columbus Rally Challenges Senator Voinovich’s Suppo rt of 
Nuclear Power
By Doug Todd, Chapter Nuclear Committee

 A “No Nuclear Relapse” rally was held 
on September 9 in front of Senator George 
Voinovich’s downtown Columbus office. 
Organized by the Nuclear Committee of the 
Ohio Sierra Club, the rally drew about sixty 
enthusiastic participants in sunny, cool 
weather. Participants were opposing Senator 
Voinovich’s strong promotion of nuclear 
power, including his assertions that nuclear 
power can address Global Warming.
 Special guests at the rally were members 
of “Footprints for Peace”, activists who have 
been walking in various places throughout 
the world to call attention to the dangerous 
problems of nuclear energy. Two Australian 
members of the contingent arrived in the 
United States less than forty-eight hours be-
fore the rally. The group has walked for 
peace and an end to nuclear power and weap-
ons for the last several years in France and 
other parts of Europe.  In August, Footprints 
for Peace walked from Columbus to the nu-
clear site at Piketon, and on to the nuclear site 
at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, calling attention to 
the link between nuclear power and nuclear 
weapons.  Kerrie Ann Garlick and Marcus 

Atkinson high-
lighted the high 
carbon footprint 
of nuclear power in Australia, including the 

terrible pollution costs of uranium min-
ing and the immense usage of water in 
an arid continent.
  Since winning election to the U.S. 
Senate in 1999, Senator Voinovich has 
been an outspoken proponent for nuclear 
power. He is the ranking member of the 
Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Clean 
Air, Climate Change and Nuclear Safe-
ty, which has jurisdiction over the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
and legislation pertaining to nuclear 
energy. He was the chair of this over-
sight committee when the NRC post-
poned safety inspections at First 
Energy’s Davis Besse nuclear plant in 
December of 2001. He was a major 
supporter of the 2005 Energy Policy Act 

which provides over $13 billion in subsidies 
for the nuclear industry. Senator Voinovich 
wrote in an article in the March 2008 issue of 
Nuclear News titled “Making the Nuclear 
Renaissance a Reality” in which he says, “I 
intend to work with my colleagues in the 
Senate to build bipartisan support and leader-
ship for making the nuclear renaissance a 
reality.”
 Highlighting the crowd’s nuclear power 
opposition were numerous colorful and cre-
ative signs, as well as a ten-foot cooling 
tower designed by Andy Reed. The tower 
displayed a Day-Glo orange skull and cross-
bones with the lettering “R.I.P. NUCLEAR” 
at the top. The prop bore a striking resem-
blance to a large gravestone!  Andy per-
formed entertaining street theatre, first 

The Ohio Chapter’s Pat Marida speaks at the No Nucl ear Relapse rally
Photo by Andy Reed.

Continued on page 7 - “Columbus Rally”
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Meetings will normally be held at the Chapter office, 131 N. High St., Columbus, Ohio.  
Please call the Chapter office 614-461-0734 to confirm the meeting location and times.  

Call Enid Nagel if you’d like to help!  

SIERRA CLUB,
OHIO CHAPTER 

MacKenzie Bailey         614-461-0734 mackenzie.bailey@sierraclub.org
Andy Betts         513-891-2299  abetts@cinci.rr.com
Clifford Boggs         614-866-8529 fred55_10@yahoo.com
Melanie Braithwaite         614-326-4670 melbraithwaite@aol.com
Pam Brim         740-924-3360 pbrimohio@yahoo.com 
Eric Britton          ebritton@slk-law.com
John Broida         330-242-5470 johnbroida@hotmail.com
Dana Carlson         740-664-2022 carlsondana@hotmail.com
Earl Clausson         330-678-6026   earlclausson@yahoo.com
Rich Clark         216-397-3341    rclark@jcu.edu
Chris Curran          currancp@ucmail.uc.edu
Ned Ford         513-533-9244 ned.ford@fuse.net
Jean Godby         614-291-2339 cjgodby@yahoo.com
Jane Halbede         440-356-9285 tthalbs@msn.com
Laurel Hopwood          lhopwood@roadrunner.com
Barbara Hykes         614-846-2426 bjh1769@hotmail.com
Nachy Kanfer         614-461-0734 nachy.kanfer@sierraclub.org
Bob Kyle         614-855-1600  rkyle@wideopenwest.com
Mary Beth Lohse         740-742-2998   mb@sugarberryhill.com
Loraine McCosker         740-589-4070    friendlygardener@yahoo.com
Teresa McHugh         614-461-0734  teresa.mchugh@sierraclub.org
Pat Marida         614-890-7865   marida@wideopenwest.com
Jennifer Miller         614-461-0734 jennifer.miller@sierraclub.org
Enid Nagel         513-886-0333    enidsierra@yahoo.com
George Peya   270 Willard St. Youngstown 44505
Linda Reeder         614-895-6725 lreeder@columbus.rr.com
Larry Schartman         513-476-1850 larry.schartman@ohio.sierraclub.org
David Scott     david.scott@sierraclub.org
Marti Sinclair         513-674-1983 mjsinclair@fuse.net
Tony Szilagye         419-661-0397 3aws@accesstoledo.com
Marilyn Wall         513-761-6140 marilyn.wall@env-comm.org
Brandi Whetstone         614-461-0734 brandi.whetstone@sierraclub.org

CONTACT INFORMATION

OHIO SIERRAN deadline November 21, 2008
Unsolicited articles will be considered.  Articles originating from Ohio Chapter 
committees or relating to the work of the Ohio Chapter will have publication 
priority.  Submissions to Earl Clausson at earlclausson@yahoo.com

131 N. High St., Suite 605
Columbus, OH  43215

(614) 461-0734 phone   •   (614) 461-0710 fax
http://ohio.sierraclub.org
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The Ohio Chapter has added three new staff 
members over the past few months.  
Although they are not-so-new anymore, here 
is an introduction for those with whom 
they’ve not yet had a chance to meet:

Jennifer Miller , who started working with us 
at the Columbus office this past June, will be 
working primarily on energy, transportation 
and Lake Erie issues and will be the staff 
liaison for the Miami, Western Lake Erie and 
Northeast Ohio Groups. Jennifer first became 
a member of the Sierra Club as a high school 
student, working with community leaders to 
start the first drop-off recycling program in 
her hometown. Since then, Jennifer’s in-
volvement in environmental efforts has 
ranged from working with the city of Dela-
ware on watershed issues as a graduate stu-
dent, as well as being a Fair Trade advocate 
and a mindful consumer. Born and raised in 
Ohio, Miller has lived in Columbus for fif-
teen years and loves Ohio’s landscapes, cul-
tures, and political importance. With an arts 
and social justice background, Jen has over 
ten years experience working with diverse 
communities, designing educational initia-
tives, and leading community activism. Jen 
just received her Master’s degree from the 
John Glenn School of Public Affairs at the 
Ohio State University, where she presented at 
three international conferences, conducted 
research throughout Europe and in OSU 
classrooms about Fair Trade education, and 
published work in several academic journals. 
Jennifer has developed and facilitated educa-
tion programs on advocacy including an e-

Advocacy 101 seminar and setting up a legis-
lative phone bank on Ohio State’s campus. 
She has conducted arts lobbying in Washing-
ton DC and mentored high school students 
during legislative visits to the statehouse. 
Jennifer is a working board member of the 
Fair Trade non-profit Global Gallery and has 
a ten-year old daughter.

MacKenzie Bailey has joined the Sierra 
Club’s National Field Program based in the 
Columbus office. MacKenzie comes to us 
from Buffalo, New York where she worked 
on political campaign efforts.
 “It is imperative that we increase envi-
ronmental awareness and continue to make 
this world a healthier place to live,” says 
MacKenzie regarding her decision to join the 
Sierra Club team.
 Following a first day on the job at a 
Washington DC National Training Session, 
MacKenzie has jumped right into major Si-
erra Club campaign work. She will be work-
ing on Sierra Club’s Central Ohio Building 
Environmental Communities campaign fo-
cused on Cool Cities and Global Warming, as 
well as on our electoral efforts. A vibrant, 
energetic person, MacKenzie has enjoyed 
meeting and working with Sierra Club mem-
bers around Central Ohio. 

Nachy Kanfer is serving as a full-time com-
munity organizer for the Sierra Club’s ac-
claimed National Coal Campaign. Based in 
the National field office in Columbus, Nachy 
is working with National and Chapter Sierra 
Club staff and volunteers to help move Ohio 
toward a new energy future that does not rely 
on coal as a source of electric power.
 Nachy is currently working to halt the 
construction of two new coal plants. Baard 
Energy, a coal-to-liquids plant that has been 

proposed for Columbiana 
County, is advancing 
through the permitting 

process, with an air permit pending from the 
Ohio EPA. AMP-Ohio, a pulverized coal 
plant slated for construction in Meigs Coun-
ty, has already been awarded many required 
permits and AMP’s parent company is now 
finalizing plans to finance the project. Both 
proposals have generated opposition from 
grassroots activists as well as national envi-
ronmental organizations. Nachy has been 
instrumental in making sure that this effort is 
coordinated, amplified, publicized, and is 
focused on scoring two more wins for the 
National Coal Campaign.
 Nachy grew up in Columbus and is a 
graduate of Yale University, where he ma-
jored in Middle Eastern Studies and took 
courses in environmental engineering. He 
recently returned from an extended stay in 
Syria, funded by a Fulbright fellowship. He 
also spent time in the Palestinian territories. 
There he honed his community organizing 
skills by co-founding LifeSource, an organi-
zation whose goal is to unite Palestinians, 
Israelis and internationals who believe in the 
fundamental human right of access to clean 
and sufficient water. 
 Connecting his work in the Middle East 
to his current responsibilities, Nachy said, 
“They’re all pieces of a larger puzzle. The 
global warming crisis ties together issues like 
water in the third world and coal in Ohio. I 
want to work on global warming because it’s 
the most urgent problem of my generation.”
 Sierra Club members who are interested 
in anti-coal activism in Ohio are invited to 
join the Ohio Coal Team, a group of volun-
teers who are working with Nachy to move 
Ohio away from its dependence on a destruc-
tive fossil fuel and toward a more hopeful 
future based on energy efficiency and green 
jobs. To join the discussion and learn about 
future events, members may subscribe to the 
team's listserv, 
OHIO-COAL-COM@LISTS.SIERRACLUB.ORG

Brandi Whetstone Jennifer Miller

Central Ohio Group 
Appalachian Group
Portage Trail Group
Salt Springs  Group

Miami Group
Western Lake Erie Group
Northeast Ohio Group 

Energy Coal

Columbus Water/Sewers Nuclear Issues

Forest/Public Lands Transportation Issues

Political Committee Lake Erie Issues

Jennifer or Brandi – Who to call?

The ExCom has decided to divide the responsibilities for 
Chapter work. Brandi and Jen will each be staff support 
for the following Committees and Groups. (see page 2 for 
contact information.) ��������	
���
���������

In September, the Ohio Chapter delivered public comments to the 
Public Utilities Commission, requesting that the agency create strong 
energy efficiency rules. With your help, we successfully exceeded our 
goal of 1500, and the commission is clear that Ohioans want smart 
energy solutions. Also, a big thanks to all of you who submitted 
Letters-to-the-Editors. We need to submit four more to reach this goal. 
If you would like to write one in favor of energy efficiency, please let 
me know. 

Thanks so much! 
Jen Miller, Ohio Chapter Staff 



Support Issue 2  - 
Continue Clean Ohio 
Progress
By Brandi Whetstone, Conservation Program 
Coordinator

 Issue 2 to continue the Clean Ohio Fund 
will be on the Ohio ballot for the November 
4 general election. The Ohio Chapter en-
dorsed Issue 2 and encourages members to 
get out and vote.
 Clean Ohio is a continuation of a bond 
program designed to improve the quality of 
life for all Ohioans by preserving natural 
areas and Ohio family farms, protecting 
waterways and redeveloping urban areas to 
foster economic growth. The issue has bi-
partisan support and endorsements from 
multiple newspapers and organizations 
across the state.
 Funds will be used for revitalization 
and conservation initiatives. Local govern-
ments and other public agencies and non-
profit organizations will be eligible to ap-
ply for program dollars. Polluters are not 
eligible to receive funds for contamination 
they created.
 The Clean Ohio Fund is broken into 
four programs, each with a citizens’ advi-
sory board:

1. Brownfield assessment, clean up and rede
 velopment
2. Open space and natural areas conservation
3. Farmland preservation
4. Recreation trails
 We have seen much progress across the 
state resulting from Clean Ohio Fund grants, 
including the clean up and revitalization of 
173 abandoned and polluted industrial sites 
since beginning in 2001. These restored sites 
have led to $2.6 billion of public, private 
investment, leveraging private investment to 
redevelop sites which will result in the cre-
ation of tens of thousands of permanent jobs 

and over 100,000 well-paying jobs in the 
areas of construction, goods and services.
 The Clean Ohio Fund has also conserved 
26,000 acres of natural areas and wildlife 
habitats, preserved 20,000 acres of Ohio fam-
ily farms and created 216 miles of recre-
ational trails. For more information about 
Clean Ohio, including local success stories, 
visit www.cleanohio.org.  
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I am interested in getting involved
in the following issues:
 Forests
 Energy
  Coal
  Nuclear

 Water
 Environmental Justice
 Political 

 Agricultural 
 General Conservation

I am interested in the following
volunteer opportunities: 
 Community outreach

 Fundraising
 Media
 Lobbying
 Office work

 Layout/Design
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The Bayshore/First Energy Power Plant needs wa-
ter to cool its turbines, sucking in 650 million gallons of 
Lake Erie water a day.  The plant is located at the mouth 
of the Maumee River and Maumee Bay in the western 
Lake Erie watershed.  The Maumee River is the most 
biologically productive river in the Great Lakes – in 
simple terms the Maumee is the “fishiest” river. Maumee 
Bay is a shallow 5-10 feet deep estuary between the 
Maumee River and Lake Erie. Bayshore/First Energy 
hired the consulting firm Kinectrics to prepare permit 
information for Ohio EPA on its water use and intake 
impacts.  The 2005 and 2006 studies estimate the num-
bers of fish killed – 46 million caught on the screens 
and 2.2 billion larval fish through the screens.  Plus 
the thermal impacts of the heated waters keep the shore-
line unfrozen for several miles.

Kinectrics is working on evaluating five options to 
reduce the massive fish kills, although their options do 
not include the addition of a cooling tower, which would 
provide a major reduction in the number of fish killed as 
well as minimizing the plant’s thermal impacts. OEPA 
will conduct public meetings and a hearing on this appli-
cation expected late 2008 or early 2009.

Because of its location, the Bayshore Power Plant is 
the largest fish killing plant in the Great Lakes, and the 
studies conclude that it kills more fish than all the other 
Ohio power plants combined.  The information to the 
right is from the Kinectric’s Impingement/Entrainment 
Reports.  For additional information go to
 www.westernlakeerie.org.  

Massive Power Plant Fish Kills 
Revealed in 2005-2006 Study
Sandy Bihn,  Western Lake Group Conservation Chair

Notice Regarding Salt 
Springs Group

After many years of concern about the 
status of the Salt Springs Group, the 
Ohio Chapter has decided to vote on 
dissolving the Salt Springs Group. In 
2007, a letter was posted in the Salt 
Springs newsletter asking members to 
contact the Ohio Chapter regarding the 
Group. No one contacted the Chapter. 
The final vote on this matter will take 
place at our regularly scheduled meeting 
on November 16, 2008 at 1 pm at the 
Sierra Club offices, 131 N. High St., Co-
lumbus, OH 43215. If the Group is dis-
solved, members residing in Monroe and 
Belmont counties will be assigned to the 
Appalachian Ohio Group. Members re-
siding in Trumbull, Mahoning, Columbi-
ana, Jefferson and Harrison counties will 
be assigned to the Portage Trail Group. 

Enid Nagel
Ohio Chapter Chairperson

The Chapter’s Forest and Public Lands 
Committee has been active this early fall.  
Here are the top issues the committee is 
working on:

Nisource:
Nisource, the parent company of Columbia 
Gas, requested a 50-year Incidental Take 
Permit to the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service, (USFWS) to “take”, i.e., kill over 
seventy-five endangered species with their 
proposal to impact a mile-wide corridor 
through 3,000 miles of Ohio. This permit 
would impact a total of 7,500 miles in seven-
teen states.
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/p
ermits/hcp/hcp_nisource.html

The Ohio Sierra Club went to work in 
our state, valuing the forests that are pres-
ently intact, aware that habitat is a key ele-
ment of protection to endangered plant and 
animal species. Working with the Ohio En-
vironmental Council and Buckeye Forest 
Council, five community information ses-
sions were offered on the Nisource permit 
request throughout the state. Currently, the 
USFWS must release the Environmental Im-
pact Statement of the proposed impact to 
species. This is a huge undertaking. Com-
ments on this EIS by the Sierra Club in Ohio 
will require a great deal of research and writ-
ing.

Logging in Shawnee:
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
plan to sell 89 acres of the Shawnee State 
Forest Day Trail elicited a great deal of 
state-wide ire. Friends of the Shawnee For-
est, Voices for the Forest, Buckeye Forest 

Continued on page 7 - “Forests”
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By Loraine McCosker, Committee co-Chair

Fish Caught on Screens
(Impinged) 2005-2006
Counts Annualized Number Weight in pounds
Emerald Shiner 24,080,877 143,031
Gizzard Shad 14,313,113 582,027
White Perch   4,769,163 116,141
White Bass   1,593,199 8,181
Spottail Shiner      313,326 2,136
Freshwater Drum      225,706 31,294
Trout-Perch      159,373 2,714
Yellow Perch      123,405 5,875
Round Goby        93,918 454
Walleye       77,812 57,322
Channel Catfish       77,469 3,864
Other     202,645 13,039
Total 46,030,006 966,078

Larval Fish
Through Screens
(Entrained)

Number
2005-2006

Number
1976-1977

Freshwater Drum 977,426,912  13,479,134
Rainbow Smelt 536,265,835 224,187,505
Unidentifiable 465,945,050          88,078
Morone
(Small silvery food
And game fish) 137,549,160
White Sucker  32,763,640         637,614
Logperch  29,196,575           28,778
Emerald Shiner  19,001,574         142,572
White Bass  17,840,256    33,107,855
Walleye    8,157,828         441,614
Yellow Perch    3,180,492       2,246,431
Channel Catfish         70,390         564,532
Other   23,845,307   9,757,501
Total 2,247,249,020 284,681,617
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 There is good news on the statewide 
environmental justice front.  Lois Gibbs, for-
merly of Love Canal, has organized a state-
wide movement dubbed Ohioans for Health, 
Environment and Justice (OHEJ) to move 
Ohio’s environmental justice strategy for-
ward.  OHEJ organized Community Environ-
mental Justice Policy Forums around the 
state to discuss, listen, and collect the stories 
of neighborhoods facing environmental deg-
radation and frustrated in their efforts to 
clean it all up.  In response to this “call for 
action” by Ohioans across the state, State 
Representative Tracy Heard (Columbus) is 
now developing an Environmental Justice 
Statute which would create an Environmental 
Justice Task Force, an Advisory Commis-
sion, and an Office of the Advocate for Envi-
ronmental Justice. The functions of these 
administrative bodies would be as follows:

 a Task Force, a body of state 
agency/department representatives, to 
develop a statewide environmental jus-
tice strategy and to have the primary 
responsibility for its implementation 

 an Advisory Commission  
(representatives from local and regional 
environmental groups, local or regional 
land use planning agencies, environ-
mental and health non-governmental or-
ganizations, air and water district 
representatives, businesses, community 
groups, academic and faith institutions, 
laborers, civil rights and civic organiza-
tions) to advise the Task Force and serve 
as a public forum 

 an Office of the Advocate for Environ-
mental Justice, independent of state reg-
ulatory agencies, to serve as the liaison 
among local communities, the state 

agencies, the Governor, and the Legisla-
ture

 
 So, please join with the Ohio Chapter by 
contacting your state legislator (and the can-
didates!) to let them know that you want this 
Statewide Environmental Justice statute en-
acted so that citizens can obtain the environ-
mental protection and the measure of justice 
that they deserve.
 To identify your state legislators and 
obtain their contact information, just google 
“ohio state legislature” – click on the top link 
– and then type your zip code into the search 
box!
 To receive additional briefing materials, 
to learn how to set up a briefing meeting with 
your legislator on your own or with a small 
group from your region, or to receive a tem-
plate of a letter, please contact Mary Clare 
Reitz at forums@ohioej.org.  

Environmental Justice On-the-Move
By Marti Sinclair, Issue Chair, Environmental Justice

 On Sierra Club email listserves and else-
where, when discussing solutions to global 
warming the topic inevitably centers around 
sexy high-tech type solutions like wind pow-
er, solar power, and higher mpg vehicles 
(higher CAFE standards).  However, Sierra 
Club transportation policy ranks public trans-
portation as the number one solution for 
energy and land conservation, surpassed only 
by walking and bicycling as less polluting 
modes of transportation.  The importance of 
public transportation is frequently over-
looked or forgotten by the environmental 
movement.
 Environmentalists are not the only ones 
who have neglected the importance of public 
transportation.  The state of Ohio began to 
decrease funding for public transportation in 
1978 and continues to woefully under-fund 
public transportation. According to the Ohio  
Public Transit Association, the state of Ohio 
has decreased investment in public transit 
69% between the years 2001 to 2007.  At the 
same time Ohio population has declined and 
funding for new highways has increased 

14%.  According Jim Gee, General Manager 
of the Toledo Area Transit Authority, state 
funding for public transit was higher in 1979.  
Funding for public transit throughout the 
state is currently at 1978 levels.
 This makes very little sense when one 
considers we are entering uncharted territory 
with a radically new economic situation. We 
have rising oil prices, increased worldwide 
demand for oil, and decreased supplies.
 The problem of deficient funding is 
exacerbated by rising demand.  In Toledo use 
of public transit has increased significantly.  
There is an 8.6% increase in public transit use 
by adults and seniors for the year 2008.  A 
recent article in the Columbus Dispatch 
reported business is getting too good for 
COTA (Central Ohio Transit Authority), to 
the point that some buses are passing by 
waiting riders at stops because there’s no 
room for them. Ridership in other localities 
around the state has increased as well.  In 
response to this increased demand some tran-
sit authorities have had to cut services and 
increase fares.  The Cleveland Regional 
Transit Authority has eliminated 400 posi-
tions, and fares have been raised 25% in 
Columbus and 14% in Dayton.  There is talk 
in Cleveland of adding a $0.50 cent per ride 
fuel surcharge and further cuts in service.  
According to the Ohio Public Transportation 
Association’s website, Ohio’s increased 
costs of fuel for 2008 is estimated to run 
$18.5 million.  Increases in fares will not 
come close to bridging the gap.

 Governor Strickland advocated for a $4 
million increase in funding, however the 
Ohio House of Representatives decreased 
this amount to $1 million.  This does not 
come close to making up for the loss of funds 
beginning in 1978 and increasing exponen-
tially since 2001.
 There are many reasons for supporting 
public transit.  Increasing public transit will 
decrease the number of autos on the road. 
This in turn means decreased global warming 
gases and other pollutants, as well as fewer 
roads.  Fewer roads add up to more wetlands 
saved and fewer clear-cuts through wildlands 
and forests.  We cannot go on adding sprawl-
ing suburbs forever.  Some environmentalists 
actually support public transit by using it.  
Those who need public transit – the poor and 
disabled – need voices in addition to their 
own to awaken our sleeping statehouse repre-
sentatives.  Our future also calls out to us to 
better prepare for a future with a lot less 
gasoline.
 Let Governor Strickland know you 
appreciate his efforts to increase funding for 
public transportation.  Also let him know this 
is just a start and more aggressive funding 
proposals are needed.  Let your state repre-
sentative and senator know it is important to 
restore funding to public transportation.  The 
need will only get greater.   

By Tony Szilagye, Chapter Conservation Chair

Supporting Public 
Transit in Ohio
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appearing as 
“Senator Nuke-o-

Vich” who recited all the “good things” about 
nuclear power – such as the fact that nuclear 
meltdowns hurt only the people who are 
downwind from the plant during a catastro-
phe.  In a dramatic epiphany, Senator Nuke-
o-Vich “sees the light”, and after a recumbent 
transformation re-appears as “Senator Green-
o-Vich” who will use his new insight to 
develop renewable solar and wind energy 
and promote energy efficiency.
 Several speakers addressed specific con-
cerns and problems created by Nuclear En-
ergy as well as constructive, renewable 
energy alternatives.  Jennifer Miller, staff 
member of the Ohio Sierra Club, detailed the 
economic folly of nuclear energy by pointing 
out that there are no private dollars currently 
invested in new nuclear power plants. Nu-
clear energy is too risky and expensive for 
knowledgeable and informed Wall Street in-
vestors and is not viable without government 
guarantees and subsidies.
 Bill Price, Sierra Club’s Environmental 
Justice Coordinator for the Central Appala-
chian Region, gave a very stirring speech.  
He explained how nuclear industry and the 
U.S. Department of Energy holds forth the 
promise of jobs to lure workers in impover-
ished areas to embrace nuclear and coal ener-
gy.  During his talk, Nuclear Committee 

Chair Pat Marida held a pole dangling a 
carrot with a sign that said “JOBS”.  Price 
reminded the audience of the failed health 
and safety safeguards at plants like Piketon.  
He explained how decentralized jobs in wind, 
solar and efficiency create far more jobs than 
nuclear and coal, ending his presentation 
with a rousing appeal of “Green, Clean, 
Union Jobs for Ohio.”
 Other speakers included Lee Blackburn 
who presented a synopsis of Arjun 
Makhijani’s book Carbon Free and Nuclear 
Free that makes a powerful argument for 
developing energy that is both carbon and 
nuclear free and that it is both technically and 
economically feasible. Raenell Nagel, senior 
policy director for the Ohio Environmental 
Council, explained why her organization is 
also opposed to new nuclear power. Tim 
Chavez, who organizes the Solar Stage at 
Columbus’ Community Festival and the Sus-
tainability Festival in Athens, emphasized 
the rapid growth of solar and wind energy is 
already happening, citing $6 billion of cur-
rent investment in solar energy.

Harvey Wasserman rounded out the 
speakers, giving a rousing speech highlight-
ing nuclear accidents and near misses, in-
cluding how a 1966 blockage in the Fermi 
sodium-cooled nuclear reactor in Monroe, 
Michigan nearly caused an explosion that 
would have permanently irradiated the Great 

Lakes and an area stretching hundreds of 
miles in all directions. The public was kept 
totally in the dark.  He recommended John G. 
Fuller's 1974 book, We Almost Lost Detroit, 
which details the incident. He emphasized 
the economic viability and opportunities cre-
ated by renewable energy, and sold numerous 
copies of his latest book, SOLARTOPIA! 
Our Green-Powered Earth, A.D. 2030.
TAKE ACTION!  Add your voice to the call 
for NO NUCLEAR RELAPSE by writing 
Senator George Voinovich at 37 W. Broad 
St., Columbus, OH, 43215 and asking him to 
promote wind, solar and efficiency, not nu-
clear power.
The Ohio Sierra Club Nuclear Committee 
will be conducting further activities and in-
volvement with legislators on the nuclear 
power issue.  They urge anyone interested in 
this critical issue to get involved. Contact the 
Chair, Pat Marida, at 614-890-7865 
marida@wideopenwest.com.  
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Columbus Rally cont.

Council and the Ohio Sierra 
Club elicited public support 

and outrage over this proposed bid. Over 2000 
electronic letters opposing this logging were 
generated to David Lytle, Chief of the Divi-
sion of Forestry and Governor Ted Strickland. 
Unfortunately, the state sold the rights to log 
the site to the highest bidder, around $60.00 
per tree (over 2600 trees). Ohio Sierra Club 
and other forest groups will continue to work 
on this issue. 

Prescribed Burning:
The ODNR-Shawnee State Forests have re-
cently applied for five air permits to Ohio EPA 
in order to implement prescribed burns. This 
would have a great impact on forest health, as 
well as on the particulate matter created and 
the ability of the county to comply with the 
federal Clean Air Act. 

The Public Lands and Forest Committee wel-
comes volunteers. Come bring your enthusi-
asm and conservation expertise.

 Aside from forest protection work, there 
has been a great deal of enjoyment hiking and 
observing this fall. The leaves are turning 
vibrant while the forest floor is creating a rich 
leaf cover in southeast Ohio. The paw-paws 
(Asimina triloba) generated a wonderful crop 
this year. If you haven’t tried it, the fruit is a 
tropically sweet blend of mango and papaya. 
Contact Bob Kyle or Loraine McCosker with 
questions or interests (contact info - page 2).  

Forests cont.
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